II. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (^Currently Amended) A tool carrier configured adapt e d for resting on the top of a step ladder, 
the to^l carrier comprising: 

a generally rectangular top panel; 

b) ^skirt having planar front and back panels and trapezoidal side panels extending 
downwardly; from respective portions of the top panel, the edge portions of the adjacent panels 
being interconnected with one another, the front, back and side panels having lower edges at 
equal distance bmow the top panel for supporting the tool carrier in an upright position on a 
horizontal surface^ 

c) a handle connected into position above the top panel; and 

d) a plurality of tool-receiving pockets connected to the skirt. 

2. (Original) The tool cameras defined in claim 1 in which the lower edges of said front, back 
and side panels extend continuimsly between adjacent interconnected panels to define a 
continuous, generally rectangular\ower skirt perimeter at said constant distance from the top 
panel. 



3. (Currently Amended) The tool carrier as defined in claim 1 further comprising elastic 
members interconnecting all adjacent edgeaof the p anels for resilient expansion and contraction 
therebetween. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The tool carrier as defined in claim 1 further comprising a frame 
structure \onnected to at least one of said top panel and an upper portion of said skirtrand 
adapt e d to assist in supporting the tool carrier in an upright position on a horizontal surface. 

5. (Original) The tool carrier as defined in claim 4 in which said frame structure includes one of 
(i) front and back £ame members, and (ii) side frame members, connected to associated ones of 
said panels. 

6. (Currently Amended) A tool carrier configured adapt e d for resting on the top of a step ladder, 
the tool carrier comprising: 

a) a generally rectangular top panel; 

b) a semi-rigid skirt depending downwardly from the of the top panel, and having front, 
back and side panels cooperative to define a lower perimeter for supporting adapt e d to support 
the tool carrier in an upright position on a horizontal surface; 

c) elastic members interconnecting all adjacent edges of the p anels such that the panels 
are moveable in relation to one another for resilient expansion and contraction of the skirt; and 

d) a plurality of tool-receiving pockets connected to the skirt. 



7. (Original) The tool carrier as defined in c\aim 6 further comprising a handle connected into 
position above the top panel. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The tool carrier as defined in claim 6 further comprising a frame 
structure^ connected to at least one of said top panel and an upper portion of said skirtrand 
adapt e d to assist in supporting the tool carrier in an upright position on a horizontal surface. 



9. (Original) The tool carrier as defined in claim 8 in which said frame structure includes one of 
(i) front and back frame members and (ii) side frame members, connected to associated ones of 
said panels. 



10. (Currently Amended) A tool carrier configured adapted for positioning on the top of a step 
ladder, the tool carrier comprising: 

a) a generally rectangular top panel, 

b) a skirt depending doWnwardly from the top panel , the skirt having planar front and 
back panels and trapezoidal side panels extending downwardly from respective portions of the 
top panel adjacent edge portions ofjthe panels being interconnected with one another : 

c) a frame structure connecte^o at least one of the top panel and the upper portion of the 
skirt, and having a lower perimeter for supporting adapt e d to support the tool carrier in an upright 
position on a horizontal surface, and 

d) a plurality of tool-receiving pockets connected to the skirt. 

11. (Original) The tool carrier as defined in claim^lO further comprising a handle connected into 
position above the top panel. 
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12. (Currently Amended) The tool carrier as defined in claim 10 in which said skirt includes 
front, baqk and sid e pan e ls e xt e nding downwardly from r e sp e ctiv e portions of th e top panel, and 
said frame Wcture includes one of (i) front and back frame members and (ii) side frame 
members, connected to associated ones of said panels. 

13. (Original) The tool carrier as defined in claim 12 in which said frame structure includes top, 
front, back and side frame members connected to associated ones of said panels. 

14. (Currently AmendedVrhe tool carrier as defined in claim 12 further comprising elastic 
members interconnecting aajacent ones of one of (i) said frame members and (ii) said panels 
such that the frame members and associated panels are moveable together and in relation to 
adjacent ones of said frame members and associated panels for expansion and contraction of the 
skirt. 



15. (Original) The tool carrier as define^ in claim 14 further comprising folded material potions 
connected between adjacent panels. 
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16. (Currently Amended) An accessory tool holder adapt e d for use with a tool carrier having a 
top panel sized for positioning on the top step of a step ladder, a skirt depending downwardly 
from the top pbnel and sized to surround the upper portion of the step ladder, and a pair of 
generally vertica lly extending , elongated pockets snugly fitted to carried on the skirt, the 
accessory tool holder comprising: 

a) a bod^te^e-having (i) an open top with an upper surface, (ii) a bottom and (hi) a 
generally vertically extending tubular cross-section therebetween to establish an upwardly 
opening cavity for receiving a tool therein^ and having a generally upwardly facing surface for 
supporting the tool in said cavity; and 

b) a pair of generally vertical elongated legs connected to said bod v e xtending parall e l 
and g e n e rally v e rtically from said tube , said legs being spaced from one another to define a 
downwardly opening slot therebetween for slipping said legs into said pair of snu gly fitted 
pockets in the tool carrier. 

17. (Currently Amended) The accessory tool holder as defined in claim 16 in which farther 
comprising a connection portion between the tubo and the legs extend adjacent said body to 
establish and defining a slot therebetween for snugly receiving the upper portion of the pockets 
peekeHherein when the legs are slippeAinto said pockets . 



18. (Currently Amended) The tool holder as^efined in claim 16 in which said upwardly facing 
surface is the upper surface of the bodv tube. 
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